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there is no reason why we should not 
be able to accomplish this in the next 
week or two. Insulating Members from 
casting a tough vote on what might be 
a difficult amendment really should 
not be our goal. The goal should be the 
very best legislation and the body 
working its will. If we have an up-or- 
down vote, take it or leave it, that is 
an odd way for the Senate to view this 
issue. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Will the Senator 
yield? 

Mr. DURBIN. I yield to the Demo-
cratic leader. 

Mr. DASCHLE. We still have not seen 
the text of whatever it is we are sup-
posed to be amending. The Senator 
from Oklahoma and I talked about that 
last week. He indicated it is going to be 
roughly the bill that passed out of the 
Labor Committee with some changes, 
as I understand it, but we have not 
seen the changes. 

I must say, it would not be in keep-
ing with the traditions in the Senate 
that we need approval from the major-
ity with regard to amendments before 
we can move to a bill. We are deter-
mined to be as cooperative as we can, 
but at the same time, we certainly do 
not seek our Republican colleagues’ ap-
proval on a list of amendments. That 
should not be our requirement. 

We want to offer amendments that 
we expect to be debated and considered 
and hopefully voted on. As the Senator 
from Illinois has said, there are going 
to be tough votes on all sides on this 
issue, but they are issues that have to 
be addressed. If we are going to deal 
with a Republican bill that was passed 
out of the committee with an expecta-
tion that, obviously, that may be the 
bill that passes, we are going to have 
to try to amend it. 

We do not have any expectation nec-
essarily that our bill can pass without 
some Republican support. We hope it 
will be, and we will work with our Re-
publican colleagues to support the 
Democratic bill. But we have to have 
an opportunity to offer amendments, 
and we will protect our Senators’ 
rights to offer those amendments, and 
hopefully we can work through this. 

We are prepared to come up with a 
reasonable list. I have suggested 20 
amendments, which is probably a third 
of what our colleagues would like to 
offer on this side alone. But we will 
come up with a list. I certainly do not 
expect that we will need to seek ap-
proval, however, from our Republican 
colleagues before we offer them. 

I thank the Senator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. I yield to the Senator 

from New York, and then I will yield 
the floor. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Briefly, because I 
know we want to move on. 

Just as an example, I ask the Senator 
this question: Our bill, it is correct, 
has the right to sue, and I respect the 
view of many on the other side. Our 

bill, for instance, has a far more ample 
provision about having access to spe-
cialists. There might be a good number 
of Members in this body who want to 
see greater access to specialists but not 
support the right to sue, and con-
versely. Giving us the right to do some 
amendments might perfect a bill that 
can pass. I ask the Senator, my being 
new here, if that would be sort of an 
ideal way that could work? 

Mr. DURBIN. That is the way a delib-
erative body works. It deliberates and 
makes choices. It is important to make 
our views known on the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights and helping millions of Amer-
ican families concerned about the ade-
quacy of their health insurance and 
whether they have guarantees to qual-
ity care. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2000 

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, the Senate is 
presently considering the energy and 
water appropriations bill. There are 
now, and have been, negotiations tak-
ing place in the Cloakrooms to put the 
finishing touches on the managers’ 
amendment which will encompass 
most, if not all, of the remaining 
amendments. 

While progress is being made, final 
passage on that vote is not anticipated 
this evening. Therefore, I do want to 
get a unanimous consent agreement 
about how we will proceed tomorrow. If 
we get that entered into, then we will 
not expect further votes tonight. The 
managers will remain tonight to com-
plete action on the appropriations bill, 
and final passage will occur tomorrow, 
hopefully in a stacked sequence, begin-
ning at approximately 10:45. 

Once again, if we get this unanimous 
consent agreement, then there will be 
no more votes tonight, and the first 
votes will occur in the morning at 
10:45. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 331 AND S. 1205 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that at 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, June 16, the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. 1205, the 
military construction appropriations 
bill; that there be 10 minutes for de-
bate, equally divided in the usual form, 
with an additional 5 minutes for Sen-
ator MCCAIN, with no amendments in 
order to the bill. I further ask unani-
mous consent that there be 20 minutes, 
equally divided in the usual form, rel-
ative to S. 331; that is the work incen-
tives bill. I finally ask unanimous con-
sent that following the expiration of 
all debate time, the Senate proceed to 

vote on final passage of S. 1205, the 
MILCON appropriations bill, to be im-
mediately followed by a vote on pas-
sage of S. 331, the work incentives leg-
islation, with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. Therefore, all Senators 
should be aware, there will be at least 
two stacked votes occurring at 10:45. In 
addition, there may be another vote or 
two on or in relation to amendments 
on the energy and water appropriations 
bill and final passage of the appropria-
tions bill. All Senators will be notified 
when those agreements are reached. 

I now ask unanimous consent that 
with respect to S. 1205, when the Sen-
ate receives from the House the com-
panion measure to this bill, the Senate 
immediately proceed to the consider-
ation thereof; that all after the enact-
ing clause be stricken and the text of 
the Senate-passed bill be inserted in 
lieu thereof; that the House bill, as 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed; that the Senate then insist on 
its amendment, request a conference 
with the House on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses and the Chair 
be authorized to appoint conferees on 
the part of the Senate, with the fore-
going occurring without any inter-
vening action or debate. I further ask 
unanimous consent that with respect 
to S. 1205, the bill not be engrossed and 
that it remain at the desk pending re-
ceipt of the House companion bill; and 
that upon passage of the House bill, the 
passage of S. 1205 be vitiated and the 
bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—HOUSE LOCKBOX SOCIAL 
SECURITY LEGISLATION 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that immediately fol-
lowing the stacked votes on Wednes-
day, there be 1 hour for debate, equally 
divided in the usual form, prior to the 
vote on a cloture motion involving the 
House lockbox Social Security legisla-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

f 

CHANGE OF VOTE 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that I be recorded 
as voting ‘‘aye’’ on vote No. 167, a vote 
today on the cloture motion. It would 
not have changed the outcome of the 
vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The foregoing tally has been 
changed to reflect the above order.) 
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